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Orpanization und Equipment

1o Ghe 93rd Szp Jtro: un of the H7th Ude difle Uiv was remanized s follows:

ey - - N : . N . . ; . N a . R
[=ee encliozures & and 3 for charts siwving organization of hthe battalion and oi tTi:
clivision,

=

a fi»adauarters, with n complement of nire officers: hettalion commender

(1t en), ﬂolLtlcal officer (m:.jor). 'rlxn nz of ficer (m:. ~r), chief

or staff (major,) medical officer (gapt), surnly officer :Capt), technical
o“licer {pajor), artille :ry wnd wenpons officer (C&pt), At sirnal ol'ficer

(Ciyt).

e (A ror

2 \oron

= “Alh e canprecent ofl 1lve

: aad 65 enliste . IS uAdqz rters with a comdanding’
dificer wie was a capiain, . »olitical oificer \lL) a lirst sergeant,
coaany clerk, medie wnd “'o ruiio operidiars.  LThen there were three
platoons, cuch comanded by a lLeuthﬂnL ane lwmviag Jour cerews of ive

men eache  Armored car erows wo e mude o o1 the ene comannder (usually a
sergenni, except that olatoon <oamenders commanded the cars in which they
rode), two machine punners, onc riflesa: nd one driver. Ths afficers and
first sergeant carried TT sistols | | but a new

/1 of spring 1951 prascribed T1 ~Istols Tor Thes drivers as woell. The
rifleman, machine gunners and car commander (4T an NCO) ~arried 7.52 PPSH
S:4G's.  The company had a tutal of 12 IT .istols, 72 PPSh UGts, 24
vegtyarev uMG's, 11 US 7.62 mn MG's, 11 U3 12.7 wmn G's and 10 fiare pistols.
Vehicles of the comvuony included 15 smmored vahinrims: 12 US=nude :creules
(identified ns M3Al) :nd three U3-mode ' lf-track vehicles (identilfied as
M=3). Lleven of ths :iercules iod one 13,7 sam UG Jrovmine G and one 7,62
mllﬂisroﬂnlnﬂ MG each. /]
The tiree half-trecks euch hed a JS 57 vam AT pun but no aschine guns.
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co -otorcycle Co, with a complement of six officers and 84 enlisted men. The
headquarters had a co:manding officer who was a captain, a political
officer (Lt), technical officer {Lt), first sergeant, company clerk wnd one
medic, There were three platocns, each commanded by an officer and having
three squads. Each squad had nine men and three motorcycles, providing a
driver, rifleman and machine gunner, each armed with a PPSh SMG, for each
motorcycle., lkiach cycle had a sidecar on which w-s mounted a DP (Degtyareva
Pylemyet) MG, The company had 45 motorcycles, 17 in reserve and 28 in
operation~~27 for the crews and one [or commanding officer, All but =ix
3.2 (Corkovskii Motorsikletnyi Zavod) Soviet types weres US-made Harley-
Davidsons; the Soviet-made ones had no sidecars. The coumpany's weapons were
seven TT pistols, 83 PPSh S¥C's 24 DP IG's and 10 flare -:istols. Both
the motorcycle and Armored Car Cos wers used as reconnaissance units for the
§7th Gds Rifle Div and were assignad %o reziments or units needing their
services by the division headquarters.

do Headquarters Platoon, with one officer (8ignal Corps), three NCO*s und
eirht privates., One NCO was in charge oI the Secret Uocuments Section,
one NCO was s clerk, one NCO acted as chemical warfare instructor, and
the eizht privates were radio operators. All enlisted men in the platoon
were armed with PPSH 7,62 mm 3iGts,

e, oservice Ilatoon, had 10 privates and wCU's who were coolis, sup;ly personiel
und storekeespers., All were arined with PPSh 7,62 .am Sul's.

f. Technical Supply Platoon, had one officer (Lt), 10 NCU's snd 12 privates,
The rlatoon was divided into two sections called "Masterskaye Tipa A n B"

(Workshop Units A and B),

(1) Unit A contained 12 men: one motoreycle mechanic, one electrician,
one armored vehicle mechanic, one machine run mechanlc, one
artillery mach niac and ssven drizares

(2) Unit 8 contained 10 men: one locksmith, one electrician, one POL
supply man; and seven drivers who made renairs, maintained the
stored vehicles of the battalion and worked s general handy mens,

The commanding officer of the Technical Supply Platoon carried a TT pistol
and all the erlisted men weres equipped with carbines. Included in the
equipment ¢® the platoon were 12 tricks, +wo rcars and one GAZ 1%T, used as an
ambulance, The trucke were threo 1% Fords, three IXT Chevrolets, me Studebaker mobil
remir shop tnck end five 2IS three-+ton trucks, Ths 4w cars were a US-made Mllys jesp and a
Gormeu Olympia,
I should estim te the peacetime T/0 of the 93rd Sep Mtrel 2n to be about 22 off'icers,
33 NCO's uwd 155 privates.
this ils not a wartime T/0 because the battalion commander said the
wartime T/0 & E would mdd three T-34 tonks, five 82 mm meortars, artillsry, radio
men and infantry troops.

I do .ot lnow how many vehicles were assisned to the 57th Gds i “le Div or its
gubordinate units, but all the regim.ntal purking areas were filled with vehicles
in storage. E::::::::]the Vivision has sufficient vehicles to transport all of its
troops and equipment.

In addition to wempons end equipment mentioned ubove, the 57th Gds Rirle Div had 57
mm AT guns,. 82 mm morturs; and its howitesr regiment had 105 mm howitzers snd 120 mm

mortars.,

Unit Supply and laintenance

Individual soldiers were reuponsible for the wmsintenance of their weapons and grsat
streess was laid upon clean weapons, with deily inspections by platoon commenders
and frequent inspections bty Army and GOFG teams. As a result, the carbines, SMG's
and MG's were in good condition.
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PTrucks, motoreycles and nslf-tracks, however, were obsolete nud in pooir condition,
though operable. .uch the same was true of radio transmitter-receiver sets.

l ] the battalion signal officer had requisitiorsd
new radio transmitter-receivers in 1949 but by July 1951 theyr had still not been
received. '

Once or twice a month the ilotorcycle Co and th: Armored Car Co went on trips for
target practice. [ S

! * 1 Previous to
Army or GOFG inspections {once in April) -»nd durin-; these inspections, the troops
fired daily for approxim-tely [ive successive days. The unit of’ lire is 240
rounds Por the $.4G, 100 rounds for the carbine, 16 round for the TT pistol, and
300 rounds for the G. | | the unit of fire fur vehicles or the
unit of fire for oti.cr weapons.

Food and clothing; supplies for enlisted men vwere as follows:

a. Fcod - 800 gms of bread daily in sumaer and 900 in wintere In addition,
for preakfast, gruel (kasha), tea and 17 gms of suzar; for dinner,
borsht, macaroni or zruel and 50 ;ms of weat; and for supper, potatoes,
50 gms of fish, tea and 17 gms of susar.

b. Clotl:ing - Ine overcoat each two years; one pair boots each yéar; one
blouse =nd ir breseches each rear; clean underwear once e:ch weelr fter
buthing.

E::::::::]ths 57th Gds Aille &iv can supply all of ts subordinate units in ware
time just us in peace. IThe division will draw its supplies from army depots.
Shipments from army to division and from Jivision to units is by raila; I doun't
know how it was done daring ¥orld Yar II. the 93rd idtrel Bn drew
its food Jrom Lhc 57th uds Kifle Jiv dall/. a two~doy reserve of food

and DPOTL sun

5 tuhainad in the bRatte

buring the moves between summer and winter cuarters, supplies are moved by train to
conserve ;nsoline; only the battalion ~ommander and political officer may use
vehicles as much as they desire. Except for three Ford truelis used for hauling
food, POL supplies and :--sonnel, wnd six motorecycles and two armored cars used

Por training, all vehiclus a.e stored on blocks with batteriss disconnected,
radiators drained and osas tanks full, The mortars, howitzers and ;uns of +Fo 174th
#iPle .z7t ond the 17th tank Regt, +d ihose of the howitzer and artillery
regiments of the 57th Gds #iCle Div vere also stored en vlocks. The official

time allottsd to ret vehicles out of storame nnd sn the move is 1% hours, On
several dry runs and on moves from summer to vinter guarters, all vehicles of the
93rd Jep 'trcl Bn were on the move within two nours after the sipnal was miven,

The total of :eapons and equipment of ths battalion, both in tne supply room and
in the units, was:

TT pistols = &5
Corbines ~ 30

S (PPSh) - 145

MG (bP) - 586

UsS w6 12.7 - 11

Cs udp 7.62 - 11
wotoreycles - 45
Trucks - 12
Ambulance - 1

Mobile repair shop -1
Cars - 2

Scout cars M3Al -~ 15
Helf-tracks i3 - 3

Lquipment and supplies ordinarily stored in the supply room of the 93rd Sep Mircl
3n were:
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8 DP 7.62 mm MGs
22 PPSh SHGu
8 carbines, 7.62 mm .
300 Soviet made flares, 26-=mm caliber - green
150 German made flares, 26-mm caliber - red
180 Cerman wmade fla.es, 28=-mm caliber - red/green
150 Germen made flares, 26-mm caliber - yellow
5 Flare pistols ~
60,000 rounds 7.62 ma ammunition - for pistols and SMGs
70,700 rounds 7.62 aamunition - for carbines and iGs
300 US made rounds for US 57-mm gun
20,000 US made rounds for U3 12.7 mm Browning G
30,000 US made rounda for US 7.62 mmn Brovning MG
3 RB transmitter-receiver sets
20 knivest

*'he battalion was issued knives instead of baycaets. These weare
single-edged, with six~ifch blades and four-inch wooden handles.

13. The ammunition was crated in wooden cases which measured approximately 50x30x10
cns. A case of pistol and SilG ammunition contained 2520 rounds in two compart-
ments each holding 1280 rounds; the cartridges were packed in hard paper wrapping
in bundles of 70. The ammunition for the MG's and carbines was packed 800 rounds
to the case if without mazazines, and 500 if with magazines. Cartridges were
packed in bundles of 20 ir wrapping paper, with-400 cartridges in each of +two
compartments in the case. Pistol and SHUG ammunition cases bore these markings:

(Caliber) 7.62 mm

(Amount) 2520

{Cartridge types) PCL (Pistoletneya Gilse Latunuaye
curtridpe cuse, brass)

(Powder type) ' KUF (I dc not kaow the meaning of
these letters)

(Lot Ho, Order Ko, Factory 3/45 148/44 V/V (V/V is

iariings, Year made) Voyennovo vypuska, or mijitary

output, but I do not lmnow the
meaning of the other synbols)

r= P | PN s ' . . P .
(Bece knelosure U, (1)/ Carbine and iG ammunition cases bore these markingss:

(Caliber) 7.62 mm

(Amount) 300

(Cartridge type) V Patrony (Vintovoechynye Patrony,
or rifle ocartridges)

(Lot No, Order No, Factory iarkings, . 3 II 115/44 V/V (As above,

Year made) I can only explain V/V)

Zgba Enclosure C (%27

14, The battalicn had 30 thousand rounds of US-made 12.7 mm ammunition and 50 thousand.
rounds of US-made 7.62 mm ammunition on hand during 1950. In January 1951 4he
battalion had 140 thousand rounds of Sovist-made pistol ammunition .nd 110 thousand
rounds oy’ Soviet-made carbine ammunition on hand. In May 1951 the battalion
turned over 50 thousand rounds of nistol emmunition and 30 thousand rounds cf
carbine ammunition to the 174th Gds Rifle Regt. The battalion supply offiser told
me this was done because the battalion would not need this smmunition for its
target practice, but the 1/4th Gds would.
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In February 1951 all units of the 8th Army turned in weapons and ammunition to the

8th Army ammunition depot in Altenhein. Our battalion turned in 75 DP UG's, 198
PPSh SMG'e and anproximatoly 70 carbines. Their condition was as followss

[

MG-s - 3d class (not usuable) and 5th class (requiring major factory repairs)
SiG's ~ good condition
Carbines -~ 2nd class (worn barrels)

The 17th Tank Regt turned in 200 mm SP shells, 85 mm shells and 82 mm mortar shells,
At the ammunition depot in Alterhain were approximate:y 300 carloads of ammunition
and weapons of the 8th ids Army units, including one carload from the 93rd Jep
Mtrel Bn, 10 carloads from the 17th Tank Regt, and 19 carloads from the 174th Gds
Rifle Regt.

I do not know what was done with the ammunition returned from the units tut I
believe the weapons were sent to the USSR. The weapons were cleaned, oiled and
packed at the depot by 200 Uerman workers. I heard from an ordnance maintenance
man of the 174th Gds Rifle Regt that all DP MG's were to be turned in to the 8th
Gds Army depot in Altenhain and were to be replaced by the other weapons.

-end-

ENCLOSURES (4) Organization o!f the 23rd Sep :ztral Bn
(B) Orranization of the 57th Gds Rifle Div, 8th Gds Army
(C) Mar.ings and Symbols on Soviet Ammunition Boxes
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